
Introduce the Essay 
___________________________________
Step 1- Introduce the essay 
We shouldn’t ask teens to write essays when they’ve not read the type of essay we expect them to 
write. So we introduce them to essays, get them familiar with the components & properties within 
certain types of essays. 


Give a brief introduction on the type of essay you’re about to tackle.


• What are the special properties of this essay? 

- Expository essay: how-to, compare/contrast, cause/effect, inform/explain

- Argumentative/Persuasive essay: take a stand and argue a position, counterarguments, 

rebuttals for argumentative

- Rhetorical analysis - read someone else’s essay and break down how they made their 

argument


• Why write this type of essay? What’s its purpose or objective?


___________________________________ 

Step 2 - Read sample essays (Mentor text) 
• Find examples of the type of essay you’re planning to teach.  

• Read together

• Examine the components of the essay:


- Where is it’s thesis statement? 

- Find the supporting evidence

- Find the writer’s explanation/analysis

- Note transition words.

- What’s their opening hook? Is it a good one? 


Link to student examples for argumentative essays 
___________________________________ 
 
Step 3 - Prompt Practice 
Find prompt examples for the type of essay you plan to write. A Google search “essay prompts for 
high school” should bring up plenty of options. The New York Times Education site has 1000 
writing prompts across different subjects and topics. This TpT mini lesson is helpful for practicing 
prompt breakdown. 


https://www.mesacc.edu/~paoih30491/ArgumentSampleEssays.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/12/learning/over-1000-writing-prompts-for-students.html
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Prompt-Analysis-Brainstorming-Lesson-761862


This step is optional since it may not be necessary for all types of essays. But it doesn’t hurt to 
know how to read a prompt & know what you need to write, like for an essay response on an 
exam. 


When introducing certain essays, though, practicing analyzing prompts is useful. For example…


• For argumentative & persuasive essays, practice writing a one-sentence stand/thesis 
statement from various prompts. 


• For compare/contrast, determine what the prompt is asking you to do. What things are being 
compared? Do you need to compare only, or also contrast? 


• Timed essays! 



